
MWSoA’s Winter Solstice 2018 
“Rarities, Greats and Exotica” 

Whisky Notes: Background and Provenance 
 

 
1 Glenfarclas 30 43% (OB), Bottled circa 2011 
 
In the annals of the MWSoA’s Malt Whisky Awards (run six times between 2005 and 
2013) this was the most successful of all entries.  It won 2 trophies for Best in Show 
(Non-Australian), 5 Golds (89.5+) and 1 Silver (84.5+). The Silver was 88pts.  It’s not an 
everyday drinking proposition unless you’re a rock star but it’s probably the malt in the 
core range that shows what Glenfarclas can really deliver with top quality refill sherry 
casks.  When people compare single malt scotch to the best of cognacs, I’m thinking they 
have Glenfarclas 30 in mind as a template.  It’s also a perfect example of why 43% makes 
sense and works for whiskies of a venerable age. 
 
2  Bunnahabhain 39yo 49.4% (Cadenhead Small Batch) circa 2016 
 

There’s a very good reason why members of the MWSoA chose to acquire this whisky to 
supplement our own reserves for the upcoming Winter Solstice Degustation Dinner.  A core 
group of us tasted it at the Streah Robe weekend in 2017 and most of us thought it was the 
premier whisky of the whole event.  If it was entered into our competition it would’ve easily 
scored a Gold medal.  This is also a time capsule of malts on Islay when quite a few 
distilleries used strains of the same yeast which contributed the tropical fruitiness that are 
evident in lots of Scotch malts distilled in the 1960s and 1970s.  Bunnahabhain which was 
almost certainly lightly or un-peated back then, still has accents of Bowmore and Laphroaig 
from the 1970s.  A truly great whisky and the cask strength proof is perfect. 

 

3 Limeburners M23 61% (OB) circa 2010 
 

Like a lot of Aussie distillers their early releases were all single cask whiskies. They didn’t 
have enough to think about batching or vatting until they’d accumulated sufficient stocks. 
The number on the bottle usually indicated the order in which the barrels were filled so 23 
came before 31 for example.  M23 was one of the first entries from Limeburners entered 
into our competition and the first Australian Whisky to win a trophy.  
 
4 Overeem Sherry Cask OHD004 61.5% for the MWSoA bottled in Nov 2011 
 
This was the Society’s Bespoke single cask, single malt cask strength whisky in 2012.  
There were only 96 bottles at 61.5% and it was only ever released in Australia. Casey 
Overeem kicked of his distillery in 2007. I approached him about getting a cask to bottle 
for the Society and he sent me 5 cask samples but he kept OHD-001 and OHD-002 for 
himself for obvious reasons. We had a tasting panel of four that put the 5 samples 
through their paces at my place in November 2011 and picked OHD-004. 
This is an incredibly rare dram, bottled for the Society before Overeem became famous 
and revered around the world; a little bit of history and unique because we asked Casey 
to bottle it at natural cask strength. It’s a perfect time capsule; travelling back to when 
Australian Single malts were just beginning to blast into the stratosphere. 
 

5 Octomore 01.1 63.5% First Edition Released 2008 
 
There’s only two ways to describe Octomore: totally bonkers or the ‘cult whisky’ of cult 
whiskies.  I suppose it you’re looking for a malt enthusiast’s “bucket list” experience then 
the very first release of Octomore from Bruichladdich fits the bill.  From what I’ve gleaned 
over the years, Jim McEwan had lots of ideas about what he could do with 
Bruichladdich’s stills by playing around with barleys, mash bills, different types of oak 
and ramping up the peating levels and I’m convinced he was largely responsible for Port 
Charlotte and Octomore.  Back in the day Octomore 01.1 was put up as competition or a 
rival for Ardbeg Supernova, and I don’t which one was produced first but they were 
definitely put on tables in Australia at the same time.  Both are now very rare and the 
Octomore 01.1 sells for ridiculous amounts of money north of �850 or $1,400.  Despite 
all the hype it’s actually a pretty decent whisky even at 131ppm phenols and only 5 years 
in bourbon barrels.  My verdict: it’s an extreme whisky that works, very well. 


